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E-Newsletter 15 February 2021

http://www.lyttonparkro.ca/

The Lytton Park Residents’ Organization (LPRO) is an incorporated non-profit association, representing
member households from Lawrence Avenue West to Roselawn and Briar Hill Avenues, Yonge Street to
Saguenay and Proudfoot Avenue. We care about protecting and advancing the community’s interests and
fostering a sense of neighbourhood in our area. We work together to make our community stronger,
sharing information about our community issues and events. “Together we do make a difference!”

Keeping Our Community Connected:

> Follow us on Twitter! Our Twitter handle is
@LyttonParkRO

» LPRO’s Community E-Newsletter - It’s FREE!
If you do not already receive the LPRO’s E-Newsletter and would like to receive it directly, please
register your email address at www.lyttonparkro.ca/newsletter-sign-up or send us an email to
LyttonParkResidentsOrg@gmail.com. Please share this newsletter with neighbours!

> Check out LPRO’s New Website! Click HERE

» Community Residents’ Association Membership - Renew or Join for
2021

As a non-profit organization run by community volunteers, we rely on your membership to cover
our costs to advocate for the community, provide newsletters, lead an annual community yard
sale and a ravine clean-up, organize speaker events and host election candidate debates. Please
join or renew your annual membership. The membership form and details on how to pay the $30
annual fee are on the last page of this newsletter or on our website at
http://www.lyttonparkro.ca/ . If you are a Member you will automatically get LPRO’s Newsletters.
Thank you for your support!

Have a Happy Family Day!
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Settlement Achieved - 2908 Yonge Development at Chatsworth

A lot has happened in a very short space of time, including a settlement which approves the zoning for a building at
2908 Yonge (the former Petrocan site at Chatsworth and Yonge). LPRO established and worked with a committee of
residents and firmly believe that we have successfully played an important role in mitigating the worst elements of

the proposed building.

This file was scheduled to go to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) February 16-26. LPRO, and the City, were
well prepared for this. The developer then submitted substantially-revised plans on January 25. They essentially
provided the City with an opportunity to settle, which their solicitors recommended doing. It was approved at the
February 2 City Council Meeting. LPRO/residents were able to piggyback on this settlement and achieve some
further concessions.

The key highlights are as follows:

e the building height started out at roughly 48m and is now down to 37m.

e the development has provided 10% park space, in a POPs (Privately owned, publicly-accessible parkland)
format, versus an original proposal of no parkland.

e the number of units is reduced from 85 to 65, meaning less traffic and demand for shared services. The revised
design also includes a rounded corner at Yonge and Chatsworth for greater pedestrian and auto safety.

e the building will have some stepbacks and setbacks providing a better visual outcome, and reduced shadowing
on parks and streets.

e LPRO/residents will be included in the site planning portion of approvals, with a specific focus on achieving a
positive effect for the parks.

e the Bereaved Families of Ontario
will receive a special donation
from the developer to enhance
the Healing Garden next door. ——

LPRO thanks the donors who made it _ ' [ | /™4 i
possible to be a credible Party and hire ', . 1 ‘ '
a professional Planner and Lawyer, i . | |
This was instrumental in achieving f \ L ,,Ji_._;l;
what we achieved. | Er T ,

Thanks also go out to LPRO's \ _
2908 Yonge Committee who donated s oat : |
large amounts of time and effort: Eli §iE282) : f— Il
Aaron, Jim Berry, Peter Brennan, Fred RN | ¥
Glady, Arlena Hebert, Maureen Kapral, i
Michael Kehoe, Maureen Monaghan, ,
Alan Morson, and Myron Pestaluky. |

Typical Floor 3-6, Building Elevations Not Yet Available
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41 Chatsworth Development — Your Donation Is Needed

Community Financial Support Requested: The current proposal is for 5-storeys (with 12-13ft ceilings, almost
the equivalent of 6 storeys) and has been appealed to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). The City, LPRO,
and DART have Party Status. LPRO and DART are working together to get the best possible result for the
community. This will require community fundraising in order to retain the necessary experts to allow us to
participate in the Appeal.

This proposal sets a dangerous precedent for development on larger sites inside our neighbourhood.
The proposal would create a new precedent for new buildings up to 6 storeys in areas currently zoned for detached
or semi-detached houses. This precedent could be applied to other large sites, encouraging developers to buy
properties such as churches. It could also lead to developers consolidating multiple houses to rezone the land for
condos. This proposal has the potential to open the floodgates.

This proposal faces a neighbourhood street and a neighbourhood park, with excessive height. The
proposal is for a 5-storey building, with very tall floor heights in addition to a mechanical level. The portion of the
building facing Chatsworth Drive, directly across the street from detached houses, would measure 21.8m/72ft in
height. This is not an appropriate scale of development for a low-rise side street. The building would be less than
3m/10ft from the Chatsworth front lot line. The rear of the proposed building facing Duplex Parkette would
measure 23.4m/77ft in height.

The proposal is out of context for the existing neighbourhood. The proposal does not respect the character
of the neighbourhood, the City’s Official Plan, or the applicable Zoning Bylaw. The front of the building is too close
to the street, the rear is too close to the Park and the proposed height would see it towering over neighbouring
homes. The west wall of the building would be setback only 1.9m/6ft from the house next door. The proposed
density is over 600% of what is permitted on the site by the current Zoning Bylaw.

This proposal does not contribute to expanding our parks, as required by the City.

The Toronto Parkland Bylaw requires the Developer to dedicate 10% of the site as parkland, in this case it would be
as an expansion of the adjacent Duplex Parkette. The Developer has only proposed to dedicate 0.4% of the site to
expand the Park, less than 1/20" of the required parkland dedication. This is an opportunity to improve an
important Neighbourhood Park and we need to ensure that our community is not shortchanged.

This proposal would result in more neighbourhood traffic. The Developer has proposed an 89-car garage
exiting directly onto Chatsworth Drive, which is a one-way street. Drivers would have no option but to drive
through the neighbourhood.

Background: A previous application on the subject site for a 7-storey building was rejected by the Ontario
Municipal Board in 2016. Developing Areas Responsibly in Toronto (DART) was a Party in that Appeal along with the
City.

In order for LPRO and DART to have a say in the process, we need to hire
experts, and that comes with a cost. All efforts are being made to reduce
costs. If you are concerned about the precedent 41 Chatsworth will set for
development in our community, please consider donating to ensure our
community’s voice is heard at LPAT.

Please help CLICK HERE to donate.
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South Wall of 41 Chatsworth, viewed from Duplex Parkette

Make Your Voice Heard: TTC's 5-Year Fare Policy & 10-Year Fare Collection Survey

The TTC and York Region Transit (YRT) are working together to develop a new 5-Year Fare Policy and 10-Year Fare
Collection Outlook. As part of this process, the TTC and YRT will be reviewing changes and improvements to the
way customers pay their fare, including fare options that are available for people to use, pricing and cross-boundary
travel. This is an important project that will work to improve the overall customer experience and create a simple
and consistent fare system, for both the TTC and YRT. Your feedback is needed as the TTC makes improvements to
their fare policies. Please complete their 5 to 10-minute survey through one of the options below:

e Completing the online survey
e By calling 1-833-949-3273

The survey will be available until February 18, 2021. If you have any questions or require accessibility

accommodation, please contact TTCFares@ttc.ca

Did you know....

North Toronto is a former town and informal district located in the
northern part of the Old Toronto district in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Currently occupying a geographically central location within the city of
Toronto, the Town of North Toronto was incorporated in 1890, when much 3 : :
of the area was still farmland, and annexed by the old city of Toronto in 1912. The name is still used to refer to the
area in general, although Yonge-Eglinton and Midtown Toronto are officially used. (Source: Wikipedia)
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North Toronto has a fascinating history and one such individual, Verna Patronella Johnston, was an important
contributor to it. Verna was an Ojibway author, mother, grandmother, and mentor, known for her work in helping
Native youth adapt to urban life. Read more about Verna's interesting story and her important contribution to our
community by clicking the link below:

https://firststoryblog.wordpress.com/2013/11/17/verna-patronella-johnston/

Beware! Coyotes have killed two dogs in the North Toronto area.
Keep an eye on your dogs or cats in your backyard.

https://www.toronto.com/news-story/10318598-toronto-animal-
services-reveals-details-about-where-coyotes-killed-two-dogs-this-

month/

City of Toronto tips:
e Never feed coyotes
e Do not approach coyotes, their dens or their young
e Do not touch coyotes, even if they appear tame, sick or
injured
e Keep your dog on a leash
e If you see a coyote, do not run but make some noise to scare it away
e Dispose of garbage and waste before leaving park.

The following may help to deter coyotes:

Flashlights: Bright light has been known to deter coyotes.

Umbrellas: The action and sound of opening/closing will deter a coyote.

e Whistles: May not scare coyote directly but will alert other pedestrians in the area.
e Be big and loud: Jump up and down, wave your arms, yell “Go away coyote!”
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Excessive Vehicular Noise on Yonge Street

LPRO has heard from residents living near Yonge Street about excessive noise from racing/speeding on Yonge at
night and excessive overnight construction-vehicle noise. Click to read LPRO’s Jan. 2021 letter sent to Councillor
Colle and Councillor Robinson.

From Councillor Jaye Robinson’s Jan. 25" Newsletter:

“Cracking Down on Excessive Vehicular Noise

The effects of excessive vehicular noise are familiar to anyone who lives near a highway or a busy street.
Interrupted sleep and stress are examples of how prolonged exposure to noise can impact our health and quality of
life.

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Toronto has seen an increase in reports of excessive vehicular noise,
including the highly-concerning street racing events that took place over the summer. In addition to being
extremely unsafe, street racing is also very disruptive and has no place in our communities.

In December, City Council directed Municipal Licensing and Standards staff to include vehicular noise prevention
strategies as part of the upcoming Noise By-Law review. In particular, Council specifically requested innovative
technologies for automated noise enforcement and strategies to prohibit the installation or modification of
equipment meant to amplify vehicular noise.

Automated noise enforcement technology — which is similar to photo radar — has been successfully implemented in
other cities. In Edmonton, noise monitoring equipment was installed at 8 sites as part of a pilot project. From
August to November of 2018, this equipment recorded 25,600 incidents of vehicles operating at volumes in excess
of 85 decibels.

You can report incidences of excessive vehicular noise by calling 311 or emailing 311@toronto.ca.”

While we are on the topic of Noise...

Why Noise Pollution is More Dangerous Than We Think:
article by David Owen, New Yorker Magazine May 13,
2019

Excellent Short Video: Watch “The Backstory”: David
Owen reports on noise pollution and our increasing
understanding of its serious impact on human health and
wildlife.
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Phragmites in Toronto’s Ravines and Watersheds

Invasive Phragmites Harm Toronto’s Ravines and
Watersheds

Phragmites, Phragmites australis, originating from Eurasia,
thrives in disturbed soil. The Nature Conservancy of Canada
and Food & Agriculture Canada consider Phragmites as
Canada’s worst invasive species. A highly invasive wetland
grass growing up to 15 to 20 feet tall, it can form dense
monocultures measuring several square kilometers. It is a
major concern for land managers, conservationists,
cottagers, farmers, and all levels of government. Phragmites
has an intricate system of specialized roots that secrete
toxins into the soil to impede the growth of and kill .
neighbouring plants. It has drastically harmed Toronto’s ravines, wetlands, and shorelines by aggressively
outcompeting native plants and diminishing biodiversity.

Rouge River Phragmites
Control Methods include hand digging, burning, spading, and
specialized herbicides that require permits and qualified applicators. Due to its extensive root system, a single
control measure may not always be effective. Native plant habitat can recover quickly and is usually not adversely
affected by Phragmites control measures. Most natives recover, and eliminating Phragmites allows the native
seedbank to regenerate.

Volunteers have helped to restore several local areas.

Grenadier Pond in High Park Treated to Control Phragmites

In fall 2018, Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) supported by Urban Forestry used herbicides to control
Phragmites in the shoreline terrestrial areas around Grenadier Pond. In Oct 2019, TRCA spaded any phragmites
emerging within the terrestrial areas already managed. According to Katie Turnbull, Senior Project Manager,
Restoration Projects, TRCA: "Last year [2018] we had about 85% phragmites die off and only around 15% has come
back up. The spading technique has worked very well for us in other sites and it just requires a spade to cut the
phragmites at the base of the stem.” Work on Grenadier Pond was halted in 2020, due to COVID restrictions.

Phragmites control project with Volunteers in Milne Hollow, Edwards Gardens

Ecosparc https://www.ecospark.ca/s/Phragmites-Report.pdf conducted a Phragmites control project at Milne
Hollow in Edwards Gardens with volunteers from the Parks, Forestry & Recreation Community Stewardship
Program. “The benefits, and those who receive them, are plentiful. Volunteers gain insight into the health of their
local environment, exposure and access to the wider scientific community, directly participate in the understanding
and management of their green space, and they engage with a network of like-minded individuals.”

Charles Sauriol Conservation Area (southeast of Lawrence Ave. and the Don Valley Parkway) had one of the most
impressive biodiversity rebounds, thanks to spading that took place in 2017.

Tips to Remove Phragmites are available from the Ontario
Phragmites Working Group

Volunteers Can Help to Remove Invasive Phragmites by
Contacting the City of Toronto’s Community Stewardship

Program

Invasive Phragmites Best Management Practices in Ontario,
Ontario invasive Plant Council: click
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Future City-Operated Immunization Clinics - Vaccine Information

City of Toronto Press Release indicates that the City is readying nine COVID clinics. An Immunization clinic
is planned for North Toronto Memorial Community Centre near Yonge and Eglinton!

roronto Public Health FEELINGS OF STRESS AND ANXIETY
Hotline ARE NORMAL DURING COVID-19

8:30a.m.—8 p.m.

CINATIGEVEICVENTGHNEICIVIN  stay comected. | Beactive&take Takelimeto  Learsomething  Help someone else. Reach out for help.

COVID-19. Play a virtual care of yourself. engage virtually new. Try a new Doing good can Talk to someone
game, check in on  Exercise, eatwell,  or by phone with  hobby or take an feel good. you trust or seek

Telephone: 416-338-7600 a neighbour, have  getenough sleep.  friends, family &  online course. professional

TTY: 416-392-0658 a video chat. loved ones. support.

Email: PublicHealth@toronto.ca [ . :
% [ ]
< m 'v o&:l. m ‘J
Ontario Public Health - All b &5 m (M) m
Ontario: Case numbers and
spread TORONTO.CA/COVID1 [ ToRONTO Public Health

Bloomberg CityLab Article - How the Coronavirus Recovery Is Changing Cities

As cities emerge from coronavirus lockdowns, the way people use parks, stores, restaurants, transit, streets and
homes is changing in ways both subtle and dramatic.

Get Out and Go for a Walk! - Walrus article about the benefits!

Basics of Winter Biking - click

Did you know that there is an Ontario’s Long-Term Care COVID-19 Commission review in progress and they are
requesting public comments?

From Councillor Josh Matlow’s Feb. 11, 2021 E-Newsletter:

“.... submitted the following submission that requested they consider and adopt a number of recommendations
that would bring about transformational change in both the delivery and standards of care . To read the full
submission, please click here.”
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TransformTO - Get Ready for Change

“TransformTO is Toronto’s ambitious climate action strategy. TransformTO will reduce local greenhouse gas
emissions, and improve our health, grow our economy, and improve social equity. Everyone will have a part to
play in transforming Toronto into a low-carbon city.”

Toronto’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Are Caused By:

e “55 per cent of GHG emissions in Toronto comes from homes and buildings, primarily from burning natural
gas to heat indoor spaces and water.

e 36 per cent of GHG emissions in Toronto are generated by transportation, with 80 per cent of those
emissions attributed to personal vehicles.

o 9 per cent of GHG emissions in Toronto are
generated by waste, with food waste being the primary source.”

Toronto’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets (based on 1990 levels):
e “30 per cent by 2020
e 65 percent by 2030
e Net zero by 2050, or sooner
Achieving these targets will require transformational changes in how we live, work, commute, and build.”

TransformTO Goals to Achieve the GHG Reduction Targets:

“To reduce the worst impacts of climate change, TransformTO has set the following goals.
Homes and buildings:
e By 2030, all new buildings will be built to produce near-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
e By 2050, all existing buildings will have been retrofitted to achieve net zero emissions.
Energy:
e By 2050, 100 per cent of energy will come from renewable or low-carbon sources.
Transportation:
e By 2050, 100 per cent of vehicles in Toronto will use low-carbon energy; 75 per cent of trips under 5 km will
be walked or cycled.
Waste Diversion:
e By 2050, we will have advanced towards a zero waste circular economy.”

At LPRO’s March 2020 AGM the City presented 10 Ways to Reduce YOUR carbon footprint or GHG:
1. Get a home energy evaluation

. Seal air leaks around windows/doors in your home

. Add or upgrade insulation

. Install high efficiency heating and cooling systems

. Incorporate renewable energy & battery storage to your home

. Walk or cycle trips under 5km

. Travel by bus or train instead of flying

. Choose an electric or hybrid vehicle

. Buy less and choose products with minimal packaging

10. Repair, share, swap and donate

OO NOOULVIPA,WN

Let’s be part of the solution. What are you doing?
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It’s a Virtual Life!

“I'm here live, I'm not a cat,” says lawyer after
Zoom filter mishap.
“| can see that,” responds judge.

Click to see

CafeTO 2021

From Councillor Mike Colle’'s E-Newsletter:

“The CaféTO program will be expanded this spring to help Toronto’s main street restaurants and bars
during the ongoing pandemic. The City will once again work closely with BIAs and local businesses to
open restaurant patios in curb lanes and along sidewalks, expand them and access additional space for
physical distancing. Launched last summer, the program helped enliven our great main streets and public
spaces. More information is available online here.”

Lytton Park Volunteers Welcome!

Interested in connecting to your local community and having positive local impact? Become an LPRO
volunteer!

Opportunities include newsletter and website contributor, photographer, local historian, event organizer,
issue advocate (e.g. bicycling, greening Lytton Park). We also welcome those who would like to share their
expertise in urban planning. For more information, contact LyttonParkResidentsOrg@gmail.com, with
Volunteer in the subject line.

Seen in the Hood!

One of the positives of “just staying home” is the opportunity to walk
throughout the community on a regular basis, with the time to notice
details that perhaps would have been overlooked.

On a recent walk down Duplex, we noticed this sign...

This isn’t the first time “Love Bots” have appeared in Toronto — read
more!

LPRO E-Newsletter — 15 February 2021 10


https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/im-not-a-cat-lawyer-tries-to-explain-zoom-filter-to-judge
https://www.toronto.ca/news/city-of-toronto-executive-committee-approves-bigger-and-better-cafeto-program-to-help-local-restaurants/
mailto:LyttonParkResidentsOrg@gmail.com
https://www.blogto.com/arts/2015/01/toronto_lovebot_spotted_around_the_world/
https://www.blogto.com/arts/2015/01/toronto_lovebot_spotted_around_the_world/

Lytton Park Residents’ Organization
Annual Membership $30.00 per household
Join or Renew for 2021!

We encourage you to become a member or to renew your membership with Lytton Park Residents’
Organization, especially if you care about protecting and advancing the community’s interests and fostering
a sense of neighbourhood in our area.

LPRO’s membership year extends from January to December, so it is time to renew your membership for 2021.
Your support helps us vigorously represent our shared neighbourhood interests. Our collective voice has an
impressive impact and effectiveness in matters affecting our community. Thank you for your continued
membership support. It is pivotal for our representative credibility and funding needs. There are
approximately 3,000 households in the Lytton Park area. Thank you in advance for supporting your
community.

Ways to Join or Renew:

1) MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO Lytton Park Residents’ Organization Inc. and mail it with the completed form
below to “Lytton Park Residents’ Organization Inc., MAILING ADDRESS PO Box 1348, 2708 Yonge St., Toronto,
ON M4P 3J4”;

2) or even easier - donate via Credit Card/PayPal: visit http://www.lyttonparkro.ca/join-volunteer-donate,
please be sure to provide your address; or

3) Cheques with this form can also be dropped off at 235 Glenview Avenue.

2021 Membership Form - Membership Type: New / Renewal

Name: Date:
Address: Home Phone:
Email Address 1: Other Phone:

Email Address 2:

I would like more information about the LPRO: Yes/No
I am available as a community volunteer: Yes/No

I would like to help in the following areas:

Comments:

Questions? Email us at LyttonParkResidentsOrg@gmail.com
Together, we DO make a difference!
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